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How can YOU help the Refuge?

Florence Box, Dalton Anthony, and Steve Reagan in front
of the cut ribbon and plaque provided by the Greater
Starkville Development Partnership.

A r/bbonﬂmﬁng Grand Opening of the all new Nature Store
wag Friday, May [7 atthe Visitor Center. The Greater
Srarkville Development PMnergh/‘P recoghized the Noture
Store and Dalfo /Whony who has cervéd ac the Volwiteer
Coordinator of 1he Ctore cince 2015 Check out-1he new ook,
new products, and new ways o boost your outdoor adverfures
while alco he/P/ng The Refuge.

Florence Box first ozbened the Nature Store in 200 af the
time the Vicitor Center ()Pened) and che cerved as \olunteer
Coordinator of the Srore'wntil 2015, To recognize her service
and leadership in egfa/o//ghmg oand overceeing The Nedure Store
for ite firct /1 years, che wac Pregem‘ed o framed Certificate
of Appreciation. Steve Reagan, Project Leader for the Sam D
Ham/h@)n Complex, was al<o recognized with o. framed
Certificate /170 reciation for hic concictent gupporf of The
Friends in their effort< with the Nature Store.

After cookies and cool refreshments inthe conference room,
1he official ribbon-cutting was done in front of the Visifor
Center. Accordingto Dalton Anthony, who cut the ribbon, 1he
h(,;ge ceiccore are real and weigh about 297 pounds, carried in
what looks like o. mandolin case! Thank you, Greafer Starkville
Deve/oPmenf Parfnergh/‘f)) for your wonderful he//s ond QM]DPOHL
in recognizing The Noxubee MR Nature Store!
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“Look dcep into

nature, and then You

will understand
cvemgthm% better.”
Albert Einstein

Vicitor Center Houre:

Wednegd&y-Fr/d&y 7:30 am -7 pm
§a7‘urd&y= 10 am -1 pm
Most Sundays: | pm - v pim

Contact Information:

Friende of Noxubee Refage
13723 Bluff Lake Road
Brookeville, MS 39739

rie oxubee e
Visitor Center phone number
(b62) 323-55'8
Webgite:

www friends-of-noxubee ‘refuge 0rg

L LETTER FROM THE FONR PRECIDENT

Summer has Fina”\/ arrivec” Have you visijred the Re]cuge anc] ery’oyed the summer
Sunshine? Get out there with your Friends and Family and ery'oy a picnic an& a &ay
aJr the Nox! Make Sure you l'\ave a current Re}cuge pass. You can gle one aJr the

Refuge office for $5 a &ay or only $25 ayear.

Wed |ike to wish Farewe” and good |uck fo Sjreve Reagan anc] J anle Ertel as ﬂ\ey

leave the Refuge fo pursuejobs in New Mexico. Steve will be the Depujry Chief for
the Southwest Division. A BIG THANK YOU to both Steve and J anle for their time

here an& a|| ﬂ'\ey’ve c{one for ﬂ'\e Rewcugel SJreve'SJ'ob will |3e Fi”ed by monﬂﬂ\/ fill-
ins till ﬂ\ey find a suijrable rep]acemenjr. A” other Rewcuge SJfaFF will remain the same,

soinyou need anyﬂ\ing,J'uSJr give them a ca||.

We had another successful Youth Fishing Derby last month with over 125 kids
Signec{ upl This event gives kids a chance fo experience fish and Fisl’wing that mithr
not gejr a chance fo do so otherwise. Man\/ kids gle fo fouch a fish or fish for their
first time at this event. We can always use volunfeers to he|p with the event each

year, SO keep aneye OUJf FOI’ nefo year’s dajfe.

Ca”ing all Volunteersl We have started |'1aving a monjrhly work—day af the Refuge,
fo oceur on the second Safurday of each month, 9a.m. until the last volunteer
leaves. I'mnot sure if everyone knows if, but this Re]cuge has a staff of 9 with a
10th member fo be added in the future. That's 10 peop|e to maintain a 43000+
acre Re]cugel \A/orking one Sajrurday amonthis asmall way of he|ping ouf and

showing our supporjr for theml

Mark your ca|endar¢ the next Najrure Series Jfakes p|ace on J une 6 a]L 6:30 p-m.in
the Visitor Center. We will hear fromDr. Joe Baumgardner aboqu phojrography.
Our next canoe &a\/ is June 15 aJr q.

We are working to Creajfe commiﬁees fo he|p the board accomphsh various
ac]Lianiesi if you are inTerested in helping ou]L. drop us an emai“

Friendsofnoxubeerelcuge@gmai|.Com

See you af the Refugel
Kara Roberts

Presidenjr - Frien&s of the Noxubee Na]tiona| \/\/ilC”hCe Relcuge



Go 1o our

Friende of the Noxubee National
Wildife Reflge

Facebook page o <ubmit your
photos, enjoy ofher's photos and
interact with fellow Friend's
Membere and nature enfucioste!




by Ron Johneon and Friende

Cteve Reagan, Farewell

Steve Reagan recently accepted o new posifion as
DePWy Chief of the National Wildlife efuge Syctem,
Southwest Region, <o he moved to New Mexico'in late
May, and hic Spouce Janet will follow chortly affer.
Thig note brings mixed emotions - joy for Steve and hic
Promm‘/on 10 & new regional position, but alco loss of hic
Talents, cmile, and huge contributions 1o the Noxubee
MAR and, for us, hic valued Pm‘nergh/ with our
Friends of Noxubee Refmge roup. Sfeve hac cerved
cince 2012 ag Project Léader for the Sam D Hamitfon
Gomp/ex with refugec located in both Alabamo. and
M/‘gg/gg/f)g. Cteve Pan‘/‘c/‘ ated reqularly in our Friende
Board me ings, always keeping us in he loop on issues
cha]/engeg, and Oﬁon‘mn‘/ < and he/P/n as'a key
P/&yer In way< 10 effectively move the efuge forward.

Many will remember Steve from our Nature Seriec
rogramg. Hic geaf-g;ﬁo/ng J)regenfaﬁong on hic work
ith beare (ask him about g up cloce and per<onal

r i
F'll'
‘l I. L A :
with %HZZM and with alligatore (ask him what they do
e

A
in winfer) were amazing <fories with an attached, WOW!

M% of us were able o 90 with Steve on hic "Behind the Seenec' evente held for Friende. Dur walk acroce Parf of
Eluft Lake to 1he rookery when the water was down was o memorable muddy-choes event, h/gh//ghfed by the'thrill of
ceeing a. batceh of recently-hatched alligators. The wilderness hike onthat cold and breezy day, longer than <ome <ore
muccles ﬁwzght made lunch o. wondertul freat near the cypress kneec taller than our heads. Thé cunrice gafher/n on
the back deck exploded with morning birde and eagle <ightings, while we enjoyed coffee and rolle. And, come luck ﬁ)?kg
were with Steve, behind the ccenes, with the band-up ddveriture using explosives fo remove a beaver dam in GT7.
Steve's willingnesc and gp/rn‘ in leading thece behind the ccenec evente gave us fun and educational refuge experiences
and adventures Fo remember.

/V/any remember Cteve the friend, Steve who broughf a steady hand and an even-keel o the refuge, Steve who ancwered
uestions with detail as if the quegﬁon wag the most importakt thing inthe world af that moment, and <ome remember
Vacation” Steve. Some remembér Steve's communify service as Vice President and then Frecident of the local Oktoc
Community Club. And <ome remember a .alwet but major, ancom/s//‘ghmenf inifiated when Steve worked with local folke 1o

mark original homestead <ifec located withinthe Refuge, as recognition for thoge family lande.

Cteve's profeccional bio of experience ic over 47 mileg long and requires two D-7 Gaferp///arg 10 haul. Hic career with
The Fich and Wildlife Cervice egan in 2000, he has worked on e/ﬂ# different refg/geg and as DePwLy Refuge
§u{>erv/g0r for 12 national wilidlife refuges inthe Southeast Region. Hic career inclides various tate and federal
narural reourees Pos/ﬁom and <pang eleven ctatec from coast 1o coast-

We will alco mics ceeing Janet-occasionally ot the Refuge, and her wonderful presentations aboutd her work in our
Friends Neture Seriec and other venues. Recall that che ic al<o emp/()yed inthe Fich and Wildlife Service ac Chief,
Inventory and Monitoring Branch, Southeast Region and, because muich of her work i< done remotely, che will continue in
that came role from their new location in Albuguérgue. We'll ,Droba/o/y be reading more WOW fh/ngg rom the new Sfeve
and Janet GFPC location. We mics them and wich hem continued suceess and appy Traile inthe couthwest!



Steve and Janet holding artwork, a. gift of /\afprec/afmn for their concictent
b

SUPPO of the Friende of Noxubee Refage.



. WANT TO SUPPORT THE REFUGE?

You can he/P by donating to our FayFal giving fund by

l,@/}’)g our Webgﬂ" e: www.friends-of-noxubee-refuge.org

OF YOU can use the direct link:
https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/charity/1896796

All donatione are 1007, tox deductible!

Friende of Noxubee Refuge was founded in 2003
0g on /ndef)endent nonprofn‘ 501)3
organ/zaﬁon) dedicated To congerving our notural
recources through volunteer work and fund
raising. Friends promote and support the
Pregervaf/on, hictory, and use of the Noxubee
Refuge, o< well as ascict Refuge ctoff in carrying
out their mandades.






