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The Bluff Lake Boardwalk was recently damaged when a tree fell on it.
However‘, it’s not as bad as first ﬂ\ougPﬂL and should be repaired in The
next coup|e of weeks. ReFuge staff would lke to do a Comp|e1Le
overhaul on The boar‘&wzﬂk This summer and bring it up To ADA Codes,
widening it for wheelchair use. This will cost roughly $SOOO. Wed like
to ask for donations Toward this pr‘Qjec:]L thru the Friends of Noxubee
Refuge To help with the cost. You can visit our website aJr

and find a link a+ The 1Lop of
the page for paypal. You can choose boardwalk project in the drop
down menu. Please also add a notfe with your donation &esignaJring your

donaJrion To go 1Loward ﬂle boar‘dwalk prqjeCJr. IF you’d like, drop a
check oﬁc in ﬂme Na+ure S'l'ore an& p\ﬂ' in Jrhe nofe spo1L Jrhe designaﬁon

for the boardwalk prqjeCJr. | et's he]p the Refuge ge?L This donel

Kara RoberTs, President FONR




Blossom by
blossom the
Spring begins'

Algernon Chartes
Swinburne
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Vicitor Center Houre:

Wednegday-/:r/day 7:30 am -1 pm
§a7‘urd&y= 10 am -7 pm
Mogt Sunday<: | pm - v NG

Contact Information:

Friende of Noxubee Ref"age
13723 Bluff Lake Road
Brookeville, ME 39739

rie oXUAbee e
Visitor Center phone number
b62) 323-55'8
Webgite:

Wi fr/ends—o%’—noxu/aee—refuge 0rg

Here we are in a new year! We are thankful that Refuge sfaff is back fo work affer the

shuﬂown and hope ﬂ\an anoﬂ’wer, ]ooming Shufdown is averjfed!

Our Najfure Store did very well Iasjf year, bringing in $11.000 miNuS expenses So thajf we can
ConJﬁnue Supporhng ﬂ\e Rewcuge. The store is ably managed by DaHon Anﬂwonyl SJfop b\/ and
visiJf wi]Lh |’\im. you mig|’1Jf Find a good deal while in ﬂwe SJfore!

Caling all Volunteersl We would lke to starf having a monthly work-day at the

Relcuge, -I'O Ooccur on H’\e second Safurday O]C each monﬂ\, q a.m. unJﬁl ﬂ'\e |aer vo|unJreer ]eaves.

I'm not sure if everyone knows iJ[, but this Re]cuge |’1as a SJfaFF of q, with a 10th member to
be added in the fufure. That's 10 people fo mainfain a 43000+ acre Rewcugel \/\/orking one

Safurday a monﬂ\ isa Sma” way 01C helping oqu and Showing our Supporjf For Jrheml

Mark your ca|endar1 'H'\e neer Nafure Series Jrakes place on March 7 a'I' 630 p.m. in H’]e ViSifOF
Cenfer. We will hear updates from Refuge staff.

\/\/e have implemeaned new membership canegorieS and Fees. A” imco can be Found on

our website: ~ httpsi//friends—of -noxubee—refuge.org/membership

YOU can Find ﬂ'we applicaﬁon 'I'O download , prinJr—oqu, and mail in or C]FOP i'l' lD\/ the

ViSiJror Ceaner. You can also Choose Jfo Fi” Jrhe applicaJﬁon oqu online and pay using Paypa[

See you at the Refuge
KaraRoberts

President - Friends of the Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge

Calendar of Events:

March 7: Friends of Noxubee
Refuge Board Meeting,
5:30pm in the Visitor's Center
March 7: Nature Series 6:30pm
March 9: Work Day 9am- until
March 23:0pen House & Canoe
Day 10am - 4pm
April 20: Annual Youth Fishing Derby
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Go 1o our-

Facebook page fo submit your
th‘og, enjoy other's th‘os ond
interact with fellow Friend's
Membere and nature enfuciaste!
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The Value of Conservation
by ROH JOhﬂSOﬂ

Life on Planet Earjrh needs alittle help. NaJrure holds bio&iver‘sier, The varieer of all of life and liFe“suppoﬂLing
ecosystems. From the far depths of the oceans fo coral reefs to beaches, bayous, forests, prairies, and
mounJrains, the awesome Varieer of life on Ear]Lh, aHhough stil errong an& awe inspiring, is Faoing SlLeach decline.
Miﬁgaﬁng biodiversier lossisa key 9|obal science Cl’\a”enge.

Bio&iversﬂLy makes the plane]L inJrereSJﬁng, beaqui'FuL and able To sustain people. Ttis crifical to our Physical, menftal,
and social we““being and sense of SecurnLy. In addition to amazing health beneﬁJrS, nature provicles po“inaﬁon,
me&icines, pes1L Suppression, puri‘FicaJrion of air and wafer, proclchrion of high“qualier soil, water retention and
flood control, carbon SequesfraJﬁon, summer shacle, wind control, breakdown of waste into nufrients, ancljoy and
inspiraJrion from Trees, flowers, bircls, and butterflies. These immense benefits and others, called ecosstrem
services, are sfill being discovered and S]Ludieci but are valued in excess of $125 Trillion per year.

For example, beneficial wild, unmanage& insecTs, not including honey bees, pr‘ovide avalue of af least $57 billion in the
United States each yearin po”inahon services, clung burial, control of insect peerS, and as critical food resources
that SupporJr wildlife im|:>or‘1LamL fo hunJring, Fishing, and wildlife wafching. In addition, po”inaﬁon by a diversier
(Varieer) of wild bees improves fruit qua]ijry, shelf life, and commercial value (e.g., SJrr‘awberrieS) and increases
po”en cleposiJﬁon, fruif set (e.g., Tomatoes, blueberries, almonds, Sunﬂowers), and crop yie]cl (e.g., b]ueberries). In
crop FieHS, beneficial insects, bir&s, and bats Suppress crop pes]Ls. One SJrudy found That Midwestern US farms
with natural habijrajrs, such as along field margins or in Pa'l'Cl'leS, had lower peer insect pressure and more insect

ea]Ling bir&s.

The Enforcer, doinghis
part for nature

conservation

(Young Turkey Vulture).
Phofo by R. J. Johnson




Biological diversnLy slows the spread of paﬂ\ogens and diseases. For example, in biologioa“y diverse areas, peop]e
have alower risk of West Nile Virus, Lyme disease, and Hanfavirus. How biological diversity provides these benefits
in reduced disease risk is sill being studied but some facts are known. A var‘ieer of Species brings CompefiJrion,
inJreraCJrionsj behaviors, and dif ferences that inferfere with the spread of paﬂ\ogens and disease. One example of
thisis a “dilution” effect, in that diversity includes some species that are resistant fo particular diseases or
pathogens. The diversity or mix of resistant species dilutes the number of susceptible individuals and slows the
&isease Spread In anofher examplej a recent S]Ludy found JrhaJr children |iving inareas surrounded by gr‘eaJrer‘
diversity of native plants had lower rates of allergic reactions such as asthma, related in part toincreased
beneficial bacteria on their skin. Biodiversity in nature profects against diseases and stresses fo both
ecosySJremS and peop]e.There is concern about a comLinuing slow decline of many beneficial insects and birds and
an estimated $4-20 frilion/year loss of benefits as natural habitats decline or disappear. A pollinator shortage,
asone examp]e, was documented in areas of C]’lina and Nepal, resuHing in Time=intensive and expensive hand -
pollination efforts by people.

The United Nations declared 2010 to be the Infernational Year of Bio&iversnLy as "a celebration of life on earth
and of the value of biodiversnLy for our lives.” As parJr of that CelebraJrion, the International Federation of
AgriculJrural Producers, represerﬂLing 600 million lcamily farmers within 120 national organizaJrionS in 80 couerieS,
committed o conserving biodiversiJr\/ as parJr of a shared responsibi]ier.

Our Noxubee NaJrional Wildlife Relcuge isa ‘}8,000—acre contribution To nafure and people. The many naJrura] areas
in Mississippi.including areas on farms or in backyards where we live, hold a home and hope for birds, flowers,
butterflies and a hound dog’s howl of other wild woncJerS, plus a legacy for Chil&r‘en, granéchildren, and generaJrionS
to come.

Conservation of nature and biodiversity is a dance for life that promotes wise use, wisdom, and caring foday so
JrhaJr Jromor‘row has ﬂ'\e same beaquy, bouner, an& benelCiJrS. Join ﬂ'me naJrure ConservaJrion ba“eJr - observe, |earn,
and help nafure Conser‘vaﬁon and life on EaﬂLh.

We continue To learn more and more about how

the variety of life and ecosystems on Earth form

the basis of shared human wealth, health, and

well=being (YoungRed~winged Blackbird).
PhotobyR. J. Johnson
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Build a Blue-Bird House
program for kids at
Noxubee Refuge
March 2 10-12 at the
Visitor Center

Space is limited: please email us at
friendsofnoxubeerefuge@gmail.com
to sign-up

Get ready for spring
& summer with new
Refuge merchl

You can score
a free t-shirt
just by joining
the Friends of
| the Noxubee
Refuge Groupl

New Membership
d Opportunities

Membership in Friends

Our new membership year has begun with new
categories of members, including several “Cool
Critter Contributor” opportunities. If you’ve not yet
joined wus, or haven't renewed an existing
membership for 2019, please consider doing so
right away! With a paid membership in Friends of
Noxubee Refuge, you will know that you are a vital
part of an organization that strives to keep our
Refuge the special place that we know it to be.
There are projects that the Friends can do on the
Refuge that really make an impact - but we need
your financial support.

Please visit our webpage (

), click on Membership, then
follow the instructions for either 1) filling out the
form for cash, check, or credit card or 2) filling
out the online form if using Paypal.

If you have questions about your membership,
email or
call 662-722-0990. Thank you for your financial
support of Friends!

7 Sam D. Hamilton
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